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The  Highlands  School:  one  of  the  many  buildings  on  the  walking  tour  agenda. 
(Photo:  Provincial  Archives) 


Walking  tour  gives  a  glimpse 
of  Edmontons  history 


On  Sunday,  September  8th,  1 10  people 
walked  through  the  Highlands  community 
in  Edmonton  viewing  some  of  the  most 
outstanding  Edwardian  architecture  in 
Western  Canada. 

The  tour  was  sponsored  by  SPARE 
(Society  for  the  Protection  of  Architectural 
Resources  in  Edmonton)  in  co-operation 
with  the  Provincial  Museum  and  the 
Highlands  Community  League. 

Three  separate  groups  took  the  tour 
starting  at  2:30  p.m.  at  the  Gibbard  Block. 
Participants  were  able  to  see  the  interior 
of  a  number  of  private  residences  including 
the  Magrath  Mansion,  Holgate  House, 
the  Ashe  Residence,  Ritchie  House,  and 
the  Chown  Residence  —  some  of  Edmon- 
ton s  most  beautiful  homes. 

Historical  commentary  was  provided 
by  David  Leonard,  the  tour  co-ordinator; 


architectural  commentary  was  given  by 
Bob  Spencer,  and  Ted  Smith  spoke  from 
the  Highlands  Community  perspective. 

A  coffee  break  in  the  Highlands  United 
Church  gave  everyone  a  chance  to  rest 
their  feet  and  watch  a  slide  presentation 
about  the  area. 

Participants  learned  that  the  Highlands 
Community  was  subdivided  in  1912  by 
Magrath  -  Holgate  Ltd.,  a  company  that 
was  determined  to  make  Highlands  the 
most  exclusive  area  in  Edmonton.  But  in 
1913  and  1914,  before  many  houses  were 
built,  Edmonton  felt  the  pinch  of  an 
economic  depression.  Very  little  progress 
was  made  on  the  project  until  after  the 
1930's,  when  the  province  was  getting 
back  on  its  feet.  By  then  there  were  only 
a  few  exclusive  homes  being  built.  As  a 
Continued  on  Page  15 
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Cornerstone:  A  stone  forming  a 
part  of  a  corner  or  angle  in  a 
wall;  specifically  such  a  stone 
laid  at  a  formal  ceremony  or; 
the  most  basic  element;  the 
foundation  of. 

The  Foundation 

The  Alberta  Historical  Re- 
sources Foundation  was  estab- 
lished in  1976  to  provide  the 
means  to  assist  in  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Province's  historic 
buildings,  sites  and  objects  and 
to  encourage  and  promote  public 
awareness  of  Alberta's  past. 

The  Foundation  is  a  Provincial 
Crown  Agency,  able  to  involve 
Albertans  directly  with  its  pro- 
grammes and  projects.  Donations 
and  bequests  of  funds  or  property 
receive  the  tax  benefit  of  a  dona- 
tion to  the  Crown. 

Membership  is  only  $5.00  a  year. 
It  entitles  a'supporter  to  receive 
the  Foundation's  quarterly 
magazine  which  includes  notices 
of  Foundation  activities  and 
forthcoming  exhibitions  at  the 
Foundations  office  and  gallery 
and  heritage  activities  through- 
out the  Province. 

Albertans  are  invited  to  contact 
the  Foundation's  office  with  their 
enquiries,  news  and  information 
of  subjects  and  events  which  they 
want  to  share  through  the  pages 
of  the  magazine. 

Please  direct  all  enquiries  to: 
Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation 

102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E.,  Calgary, 
Alberta  T2G  0K6 
Telephone  (403)  297-7320 
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Alberta  Field  Force  II  rides  again.  See  story  page  5. 
(Photo:  W.  Partridge,  92nd  Winnipeg  Light  Infantry ) 


I 


"SPARE"  battling  for  Gibson  Block 


The  attention  of  SPARE  (The 
Society  For  the  Protection  of  Archi- 
tectural Resources  in  Edmonton)  has 
recently  been  focused  on  the  Gibson 
Block  on  Jasper  Avenue  East.  Initially 
this  historic  building  and  the  Alberta 
Hotel  were  considered  the  "book- 
ends"  of  the  last  remaining  historic 
street-scape  north  of  the  river.  With 
the  demise  of  the  Alberta  Hotel, 
SPARE  has  renewed  its  efforts  to  save 
the  Gibson. 

Apart  from  its  significance  to  the 
Jasper  Avenue  street-scape,  the  Gib- 
son is  one  of  only  three  remaining 
flat-iron  buildings  in  Alberta  and 
certainly  worth  preserving.  Since  its 
abandonment  in  the  1970s  it  has 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  vandals  who 
have  smashed  windows,  broken  fix- 
tures, destroyed  interior  finishes  and 
even  started  fires. 

SPARE'S  efforts  are  centered 
around  securing  the  building,  both 
from  vandals  and  from  the  elements, 
so  that  the  building  doesn  t  deteriorate 
further.  The  goal  is  to  make  sure  the 
building  is  still  sound  when  an  econ- 
omically viable  solution  for  recycling 
the  building  is  found. 

SPARE  proposed  that  the  building 
be  secured  by  covering  all  windows 
with  painted  and  vented  plywood 
panels.  As  most  windows  are  already 
broken,  this  will  be  much  more  econ- 
omical than  replacing  all  the  glass 
and  it  will  also  keep  out  rain,  snow, 
pigeons,  and  vandals.  On  the  ground 
floor,  formerly  the  commercial  floor, 
SPARE  proposes  inserting  large  ply- 
wood panels  primed  white  in  the  large 
display  window  spaces.  On  these 
panels  SPARE  hopes  to  promote 
public  awareness,  not  only  of  the 
Gibson  Block,  but  of  preservation  in 


general.  Several  ideas  have  been 
suggested  for  this:  murals  with  historic 
themes  painted  by  school  art  classes, 
or  professional  artwork  depicting  the 
display  windows  as  they  once  looked 
in  their  heyday,  etc.  SPARE  is  looking 
for  help  in  organizing  the  selected 
promotional  idea. 

To  finance  this,  SPARE  is  trying  to 
work  out  an  agreement  with  the  City 
to  forgive  an  amount  of  back  taxes 
owed  by  the  building's  owner  equiv- 
alent to  the  total  cost  of  securing  the 
Gibson  Block.  This  new  approach 
SPARE  is  trying  relies  totally  on  the 
generosity  and  goodwill  of  City 
Council  to  carry  out  the  project. 

Ideas:  contact  Shirley  Ayer,  168 
Quesnell  Cres.,  Edmonton,  Alberta;  T2R 
5P3  (486-5715) 

School  Museum 

Edmonton  Public  Schools  Archives  and 
Museum  is  looking  for  a  number  of  items 
to  complete  its  program  in  refurbishing 
Edmonton's  first  school  house.  Students 
come  to  the  school  for  an  afternoon  of 
authentic  1881  lessons,  complete  with 
slates,  switch  and  subject  matter. 

The  following  items  would  complete 
their  list  of  required  materials. 

Single  wind  octagonal  short  drop  school 
clock;  post  cards  depicting  early  Edmon- 
ton schools;  old  readers:  Ontario  Reader 
pt.  I  and  II  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  books 
(Canada  Publishing  Co.  circa  1903);  New 
Canadian  Reader  Book  V  (W.J.  Gage 
circa  1901);  Alexandra  series,  primer,  1st, 
2nd,  3rd,  4th  readers  (MacMillan  1914 
edition);  Canadian  Reader,  especially 
books  I,  II,  III  -  1925,  also  books  IV,  V  - 
1925  -  1931;  Report  cards,  notebooks 
and/or  other  school  days  memorabilia 
from  the  Edmonton  Public  Schools. 

Contact  Mike  Kostek  or  Marlene  Smith 
422-1970. 
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Friendly  conversation  in  the  field.  (Photo:  W.  Partridge,  92nd  Winnipeg  Light 
Infantry) 

Alberta  Field  Force  II  rides  for  peace 


The  Alberta  Field  Force  II  relived  a 
historic  journey  of  the  Northwest  Rebel- 
lion this  fall  by  marching  and  riding  165 
miles  from  Fort  Saskatchewan,  Alberta 
to  Frenchman  Butte,  Saskatchewan. 

This  special  commemoration  reached 
its  climax  at  Frenchman  Butte,  where 
the  Field  Force  and  the  local  Indian  bands 
celebrated  100  years  of  peace.  As  many 
as  3,000  people  were  present  at  a  moving 
ceremony  where  the  peace  pipe  was 
smoked  by  Chiefs,  Elders  and  Senior 
Officers. 

The  Alberta  Field  Force  II  represents 
those  militia  units  which  were  raised  in 
or  served  in  the  Calgary  area  during  the 
1885  Northwest  Rebellion.  Members  of 
the  force  are  Alberta  citizens  with  a  keen 
interest  in  local  and  military  history.  Each 
person  is  responsible  for  his  own  uniform 
—  an  exact  reproduction  of  those  worn 
by  the  units  in  1885.  Most  of  the  arms 
transported  by  the  force  actually  dated 
from  1885  or  earlier.  As  well,  the  regi- 
mental marching  drills  and  exercises  they 
performed  were  also  authentic  for  that 
period. 


The  journey  took  eight  activity-filled 
days.  Besides  marching  and  riding,  par- 
ticipants joined  in  a  number  of  special 
ceremonies,  inspections,  and  demon- 
strations that  commemorated  the  activities 
of  the  militia  100  years  ago.  The  large 
group,  nearly  100  men  with  their  families, 
enjoyed  a  series  of  delicious  meals  with 
excellent  entertainment  provided  by  the 
communities  en  route  to  Frenchman 
Butte. 

The  participating  units  of  the  Queen's 
Ride  were  afterwards  reviewed  by  Calgary 
Mayor  Ralph  Klein  at  a  unique  ceremony 
in  Calgary's  new  municipal  building  on 
Saturday,  October  19.  Mayor  Klein 
honored  each  of  the  groups  individually 
by  granting  them  the  rare  and  distin- 
guished status  as  "Freemen  of  the  City  of 
Calgary,"  to  recognize  their  contribution 
in  commemorating  very  important  local 
history  and  making  it  come  alive  for  so 
many  Albertans. 

(This  story  is  based  on  a  daily  diary 
kept  by  Doug  Eaton  of  the  92nd  Winnipeg 
Light  Infantry  with  additional  input  from 
Griff  Lloyd  of  the  same  unit.) 


The  Cornerstone  Page  5 


Call  for  1986 
Heritage  Award  Nominations 


Nominations  for  the  1986  Heritage 
Awards  are  being  accepted  at  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation.  These 
awards  recognize  individuals  or  groups 
who  have  made  significant  contributions 
to  the  preservation  of  Alberta's  past  for 
future  generations. 

As  in  the  past,  there  are  four  categories 
for  the  annual  awards,  but  this  year  the 
number  of  awards  available  has  doubled 
to  eight. 

The  following  categories  cover  the  wide 
range  of  heritage  preservation  activities 
in  Alberta: 

•  The  Architectural  Heritage  A  ward  has 
two  awards  available  —  one  commercial 
and  one  residential.  It  recognizes  out- 
standing efforts  to  preserve  a  building 
or  group  of  buildings. 

•  The  Heritage  Sites  and  Artifacts  Award 
has  two  awards  for  individuals  or  groups 
who  have  worked  to  save  Alberta's  visible 
heritage  through  preservation  of  its  sites 
and  artifacts. 

•  The  Heritage  Service  Award  has  3 
awards  for  exemplary  service  in  research; 
publishing  and  dissemination  of  written 
or  audio-visual  material;  lecturing;  pro- 
grammes to  encourage  preservation;  and 
campaigns  to  promote  public  awareness. 
PROVINCE-WIDE  contributions  in  a 
volunteer  or  professional  capacity  may 
be  recognized.  One  award  is  also  avail- 
able to  a  group  or  individual  in  a  volun- 
teer capacity  whose  involvement  has 
been  in  the  preservation  of  LOCAL 
history. 

•  The  prestigious  A  ward  of  Honor  offers 
one  award  in  recognition  of  the  highest 
possible  contribution  from  a  person 
who  has  shown  long  lasting  and  on- 
going dedication  to  the  preservation  of 
Alberta's  past. 

Nomination  forms  are  available  by 
writing  or  phoning  the  Alberta  Historical 


Resources  Foundation.  Callers  out  of 
Calgary  may  use  the  toll-free  provincial 
government  RITE  line.  To  obtain  the 
RITE  number  for  your  area,  consult  your 
local  phone  directory.  Nominations  must 
be  received  by  January  31,1986. 

Presentations  will  be  made  at  the 
Foundation's  Annual  General  Meeting 
on  April  12,  1986  at  the  Palliser  Hotel  in 
Calgary. 


Foundation 
Update 


Foundation  Gallery: 
A  Sneak  Preview 

There's  something  to  look  forward  next 
March  with  the  opening  of  the  gallery's 
new  exhibition  of  heritage  and  folk 
sculpture.  The  exhibition,  called  Prairie 
Perspectives,  will  feature  more  than  30 
works  by  three  Medicine  Hat  artists. 

Deanna  Lemna  specializes  in  clay-on- 
wood  bas  relief  compositions  using  a 
variety  of  heritage  and  small  wildlife 
subjects.  George  Markel  carves  and  paints 
wood-and-sawdust  constructions  depicting 
whimsical  animals  and  early  farm  equip- 
ment and  vehicles.  Dick  Shafer  works  on 
cedar  carvings  and  clay  figures  based  on 
rodeo  and  Western  themes  and  motifs. 

The  show  has  been  organized  for  the 
Foundation  by  Allan  Jensen,  curator  of 
the  "Gallery  Association,"  in  Medicine 
Hat. 

The  show  will  run  through  March  and 
April.  The  Gallery  is  open  from  9  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  weekdays,  and  is  located  in  the 
Foundation  building  at  102  -  8th  Ave. 
S.E.,  Calgary. 
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Alberta  Music  Study  Underway  — 


Last  summer,  George  Lyon  set  out  to 
study  Alberta's  music  culture  armed  with 
a  $2,000  dollar  grant  from  the  Foundation 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  determin- 
ation. His  initial  report,  available  for  review 
at  the  Foundation,  is  based  on  his  in- 
complete research  to  date  and  the  con- 
clusions are  tentative.  In  spite  of  that  it 
tells  a  fascinating  story. 

Mr.  Lyon  has  managed  to  find  dozens 
of  amusing  anecdotes  and  details  of  the 
lifestyles  of  people  all  over  Alberta  in  the 
early  part  of  the  century.  He  has  uncovered 
stories  about  the  dances,  plays,  bands, 
orchestras,  choirs,  instruments  and  tradi- 
tions of  Alberta's  musicial  past. 

His  report  makes  for  light,  enjoyable 
reading  from  beginning  to  end.  It  is 
sprinkled  with  songs  and  ditties  like  the 
one  below  written  in  1913  -  14  by  Reg 
Britton  whose  well-digging  crew  found 
their  pay  was  slow  coming. 


Alberta  Violinist  Kathleen  Parlow  (1890 
- 1963).  George  Lyon's  study  focuses  more 
on  the  grassroots  of  music  in  the  province, 
however,  Kathleen  Parlow  was  a  world- 
renowned  artist  and  one  of  the  few  famed 
Alberta  musicians  of  her  day.  (Photo: 
Glenbow  Archives) 


At  Last 

Pay  up,  cold  weather's  coming, 
Lives  of  poor  men  remind  us. 

Honest  men  won't  stand  a  chance 
The  more  we  dig,  there  grow  behind  us 

Larger  patches  on  our  pants  — 
On  our  pants  once  new  and  glossy, 

There  are  stripes  of  yellow  clay. 
Don't  forget  the  poor  well  digger. 

For  you  know  he  needs  his  pay. 
Then  let's  all  be  up  and  doing. 

Send  your  mite  however  small. 
Or  when  the  snow  strikes  me, 

I  shall  have  no  pants  at  all. 

He  has  gone  through  89  of  the  some 
400  local  history  books  at  the  Historical 
Resources  Foundation  looking  for  musical 
references  and  noting  anything  significant. 
He  now  has  350  pages  of  notes,  has  found 
almost  150  potential  informants,  and 
discovered  dozens  of  fascinating  photo- 
graphs. 

Would  You  Like  To  Help? 

by  George  W.  Lyon 

The  musical  culture  of  this  province 
has  never  been  systematially  studied.  A 
handful  of  projects  have  been  begun  at 
various  times,  some  of  them  fairly  useful, 
but  no  work  has  been  sustained  long 
enough  to  produce  the  quantity  or  quality 
of  data  that  has  been  derived  from  eastern 
provinces  or,  perhaps,  even  the  other 
prairie  provinces. 

During  July  and  August  of  this  year,  I 
worked  on  a  research  project,  funded  by 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Fouundation, 
which  I  called  Historical  Community 
Music  in  Alberta.  The  core  of  my  work 
so  far  has  been  the  digesting  of  data  in 
the  local  histories  produced  here  since 
the  late  60's.  This  has  turned  out  to  be  a 
larger  chore  than  I  expected,  and  the 
results  are  even  richer  than  I  anticipated. 
From  fewer  than  a  quarter  of  the  approx- 
imately 400  texts,  I  have  discovered  nearly 
150  potential  informants  in  virtually  every 
region  of  Alberta.  (My  readings  have  been 
alphabetical  and  so  fairly  random  —  I 
Continued  on  page  13 


The  Cornerstone  Page  7 


Turner  Valley  Aiming  to  Bu 


The  Turner  Valley  Oilfield  is  the  birth- 
place of  Alberta's  oil  industry.  The  name 
conjures  up  images  of  a  rich  and  exciting 
past  and  brings  to  mind  stories  of  wild- 
catters, speculative  stock  promoters  and 
fortunes  made  over  night.  The  heritage 
of  the  oilfield,  its  risk-takers,  and  its  men 
and  women  of  vision  and  courage  are  a 
vital  part  of  Alberta's  history. 


The  Turner  Valley  Oilfield  Society  is 
dedicated  to  building  an  interpretive  centre 
to  depict  the  history  of  petroleum  dis- 
covery, production  and  distribution  in 
the  Turner  Valley  Oilfield  area.  Their 
goal  is  to  have  this  completed  by  May 
1989  in  celebration  of  the  75th  anniversary 
of  Turner  Valley's  discovery  well. 

Some  of  the  proposed  plans  include 
dividing  the  centre  into  walkthrough  areas 
separating  the  three  boom  eras:  1912  - 
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!d  Oilfield  Interpretive  Centre 


1915  when  the  oilfield  was  discovered; 
1924  - 1931  when  a  massive  gas  formation 
was  found  thousands  of  feet  below  the 
surface;  and  1935  to  the  end  of  World 
War  II  when  oil  was  discovered  in  the 
field's  southwest  flank  and  Turner  Valley 
was  producing  90  per  cent  of  Canada's 
oil. 

The  area's  history  would  be  recounted 
through  photographic  displays  and  multi- 
media presentations.  Computer  games, 


"hands-on"  displays  and  other  participatory 
educational  programes  are  envisioned  to 
help  visitors  really  understand  the  excite- 
ment and  vitality  of  Turner  Valley  during 
this  important  period. 

As  well,  open  air  exhibits  are  planned 
to  display  the  machinery  used  in  develop- 
ing the  oilfield.  Visitors  might  see  a 
reconstruction  of  the  original  wooden 
rig;  equipment  from  the  1920s,  the  1930s, 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Continued  from  page  9 

and  1940s;  storage  tanks,  boilers,  and 
sections  of  pipeline.  All  these  exhibits 
can  be  preserved  to  keep  them  outdoors 
safely.  Walking  tours,  brochures,  signs 
and  listening  posts  would  help  explain 
these  artifacts. 

Along  with  the  plans  for  an  interpretive 
centre,  the  Turner  Valley  Oilfield  Society 
has  made  additional  proposals  for  preser- 
vation and  illustration  of  the  regions 
history.  First,  they  suggest  auto  tours 
through  the  oilfield  and  walking  tours 
within  the  town  of  Turner  Valley.  In  fact, 
the  historic  sites  have  been  researched 
and  designated,  and  the  Department  of 
Culture  has  already  committed  resources 
for  production  of  brochures  to  guide  this 
tour. 

The  second  proposal  involves  the  re- 
development of  the  Town  of  Turner  Valle>. 


A  Downtown  Revitalization  Program  has 
already  been  approved  by  the  town,  and 
residents  have  shown  their  support  through 
an  extensive  citizen  involvement  program. 
In  response  to  this,  a  number  of  Main 
Street  businesses  have  renovated  their 
buildings. 

People  can  help  by  taking  out  a  mem- 
bership in  the  Turner  Valley  Oilfield 
Society  at  $5.00  for  an  individual  or  $100.00 
for  a  corporate  membership.  The  Society 
is  also  keen  to  receive  letters  of  encour- 
agement for  their  project.  If  any  Corner- 
stone readers  would  like  to  buy  a  mem- 
bership or  voice  their  support,  contact 
the  Turner  Valley  Oilfield  Society;  Box 
593,  Turner  Valley,  Alberta;  TOL  2A0. 

(Thanks  to  the  Calgary  Regional  Plan- 
ning Committee  for  sharing  their  infor- 
nuition  and  artwork.) 


May  15,  1914.  Oil  has  been  discovered  and  eager  investors  are  lined  up  lo  hi'\ 
stock.  (Photo:  Glenbow  Archives) 


Membership  Renewal 

Cornerstone  readers  will  find  a  membership  renewal  form  in  the  centre  fold 
of  this  magazine.  Please  fill  out  the  form  and  return  it  and  your  dues  promptly 
to  avoid  interruption  in  your  service. 

If  your  form  is  missing,  please  contact  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  at  102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alberta;  T2G  0K6.  (297-7320). 

The  Foundation  values  its  members  highly  and  thanks  you  for  your  continued 
support. 
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Walrond  Ranch 
House  Restored 

Memories  of  the  ranching  days  abound- 
ed when  the  Pincher  Creek  Museum 
opened  the  restored  Walrond  Ranch 
House  on  the  Heritage  Day  hoHday  this 
summer. 

Brothers  John  and  Sandy  Cross,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  former  owner,  cut  the 
ribbons.  Their  donation  of  the  house  to 
the  museum  came  with  funding  from  the 
Cross  Foundation  to  help  carry  out  the 
restoration  work. 

The  Walrond  Ranch  operated  in  the 
area  from  the  early  1880's,  but  the  family 
house  which  was  brought  to  the  museum 
is  believed  to  have  been  built  in  1894. 

The  first  phase  of  restoration  work 
involved  moving  the  house  from  its  original 
location  to  the  museum's  Kootenai  Brown 
Historical  Park.  Moving  costs  were  cov- 
ered by  a  grant  from  the  Cross  Foundation 
and  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation. 

The  second  phase  involved  working 
on  the  foundation,  removing  of  old  shing- 
les and  re-shingling,  sandblasting  the  logs, 
and  pouring  a  concrete  floor. 

The  third  phase  relied  on  a  $5,000  grant 
from  the  Historical  Resources  Foundation. 
This  was  matched  by  volunteers  "chink- 
ing" the  house,  building  a  large  showcase, 
wall-papering  the  bedrooms,  framing 
photographs  and  posters,  and  making 
wooden  horses  to  display  seven  saddles 
and  side  saddles. 

Many  donations  of  photographs  and 
artifacts  have  given  the  Walrond  Ranch 
House  its  finishing  touches. 


Moving?  We'd  like  to  make  sure  your 
copy  of  The  Cornerstone  follows  you 
to  your  new  address.  Please  fill  out 
the  form  below  to  help  us  keep  your 
mail  on  track. 

Old  Address 


Name: 


Address: 


Postal  Code: 


Telephone: 
New  Address 


Name: 


Address: 


Postal  Code: 


Telephone: 

Contributions  to 
The  Cornerstone 

The  editor  of  The  Cornerstone  warmly 
welcomes  any  member  s  letters,  articles, 
photos,  or  snippets  of  information.  To 
ensure  your  piece  is  included  in  The 
Cornerstone,  the  Foundation  must  receive 
your  material  by  the  following  dates: 
Spring  Issue:  January  10,  1986 
Summer  Issue:  April  11,  1986 
Fall  Issue:  July  7,  1986 
Winter  Issue:  October  6,  1986 
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A  Historical  Glimpse  at  Alberta  Coal 


By  W.  J.  Wood, 
Coal  Association  of  Canada 

If  you  are  an  average  Albertan  you  used 
slightly  more  coal  than  oil  last  year.  This 
may  come  as  a  surprise,  but  when  you  stop 
to  consider  that  over  16  million  tonnes  of 
Alberta  coal  were  consumed  by  the  province  s 
utilities  for  generating  electricity  in  1984,  it 
is  apparent  that  we  still  rely  on  this  energy 
staple.  To  add  to  the  picture,  a  further  7.5 
million  tonnes  were  mined  for  shipments 
overseas  and  to  Ontario. 

Our  relationship  with  coal  is  certainly 
nothing  new.  The  first  written  record  of  coal 
in  Alberta  is  attributed  to  Peter  Fidler  in 
1793.  He  was  surveying  for  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  in  the  Drumheller  vicinity 
when  he  reported  an  exposed  coal  seam 
along  Rosebud  Creek.  Whether  coal  was 
actually  used  at  that  time  remains  unclear. 
Alexander  Mackenzie  observed  the  Dene 
people  in  the  Northwest  Territories  burning 
coal  for  heat,  and  it  is  possible  that  Alberta 
natives  also  burned  coal. 

The  first  commercial  mine  in  Alberta  was 
probably  started  by  Nicholas  Sheran  in  1870. 
Coincidentally,  this  also  marks  the  first  export 
of  coal  from  Alberta.  Mr.  Sheran  shipped 
his  coal  by  bullteam  to  supply  Fort  Benton 
in  Montana. 

Shortly  after  1870,  as  the  prairies  became 
settled,  the  demand  for  coal  for  home  heating 
and  cooking  prompted  increased  mine  pro- 
duction. Small  mines  were  established  in 
the  vicinity  of  settlements  throughout 
southern  Alberta.  Typically,  these  were  family 
operations  which  were  worked  only  during 
the  winter.  Even  today  in  the  coulees  around 
Hanna,  for  example,  there  can  be  seen  vestiges 
of  these  early  mining  activities.  It  is  also 
reported  that  in  the  Edmonton  area,  along 
the  North  Saskatchewan  River,  numerous 
shafts  were  dug  into  the  bank  which  are  still 
encountered  today  during  construction  pro- 
jects. 

The  arrival  of  the  railroads  signalled  the 
coming  of  age  for  the  Alberta  coal  industry 
and  fostered  the  first  coal  "boom."  Often 
financed  by  European  and  American  capital. 
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mines  were  developed  in  Lethbridge  and 
Drumheller,  throughout  the  Crowsnest  Pass, 
and  in  the  Coal  Branch.  Operators  included 
the  Arcadia  Coal  Company,  Hy-grade  Coal 
Company,  Murray  Collieries,  and  the  Excel- 
sior Coal  Company;  names  long-vanished 
from  the  Alberta  register. 

From  these  and  other  mines,  3,000  tonnes 
of  coal  were  produced  each  month  for  the 
railroads  as  well  as  supplying  coking  coal  to 
the  emerging  Ontario  steel  industry. 

The  coking  boom  lasted  only  until  the 
end  of  World  War  I.  It  then  fell  victim  to  the 
Depression.  The  production  of  steam  or 
thermal  coal  faired  somewhat  better  with  an 
intermittent  trade  lasting  until  the  1950s. 
However,  as  the  railroads  switched  to  diesel 
with  the  post-World  War  II  oil  boom  in 
Alberta,  the  demand  for  thermal  coal  also 
waned. 

The  re-emergence  of  coal  and  the  basis 
for  today's  Alberta  coal  industry  occurred 
in  the  1960s  and  1970s  and  was  founded  on 
two  unrelated  but  tremendously  important 
events.  First  was  Transalta  Utilities  (formerly 
Calgary  Power)  decision  to  develop  thermal 
electrical  generation  facilities  using  coal. 
The  huge  surface  coal  mines  in  central 
Alberta  are  the  result  of  that  decision.  This 
established  a  major  domestic  market  for 
Alberta's  low-sulphur  plains  coal.  The  second 
event  was  the  OPEC  oil  crisis  in  the  early 
1970s.  Countries  previously  dependent  upon 
oil  began  turning  to  coal  to  produce  steel 
and  electricity. 

To  meet  this  demand  for  export  coal, 
primarily  among  Pacific  Rim  consumers, 
new  mines  were  developed,  new  port  facilities 
were  constructed  on  the  west  coast,  and 
work  began  on  upgrading  the  rail  trans- 
portation system. 

Today  there  are  21  coal  mines  in  Alberta 
producing  over  23  million  tonnes  of  coal  per 
year.  In  addition  to  the  coal  consumed  by 
the  province's  utilities,  Alberta  exports  coal 
to  Ontario,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Germany,  Japan, 
Korea,  France,  Britain,  Hong  Kong  and 
Sweden. 


Alberta  has  a  wealth  of  coal.  In  fact,  our 
250-year  supply  of  readily  mineable  coal 
represents  Alberta's  most  abundant  energy 
resource.  The  forecast  growth  in  domestic 
energy  requirements,  our  established  export 
markets,  and  innovative  future  uses  of  coal 
all  ensure  that  coal  will  continue  to  play  a 
significant  role  in  Alberta's  resource  economy, 
Canada's  gross  national  product,  and  export 
trade  balance. 


Thanks  go  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Wood,  Research 
Co-ordinator,  of  the  Coal  Association  of 
Canada  for  contributing  this  article. 

For  further  information  about  Canada 's 
coal  industry,  contact  The  Coal  Association 
of  Canada,  301, 1000 -8th  Ave.  S.  W.;  Calgary, 
Alberta;  T2P  3M7. 


Miners  drilling  at  Humberstone  Coalmine,  Riverdale  district,  Edmonton.  February 
1917.  (Photo:  Glenbow  Archives  Collection) 


Music . . .  continued  from  page  7 

haven't  yet  pulled  a  large  number  of  books 
from  north  east  of  Edmonton.) 

Eventually,  I  plan  to  get  into  the  field 
to  meet  many  of  these  people,  to  discuss 
their  musical  past,  and  I  hope  to  record 
and  otherwise  document  it.  But  I  can't 
possibly  reach  all  of  these  informants, 
and  because  many  of  them  are  elderly, 
the  job  should  be  done  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

Would  you  like  to  help? 

I'll  be  glad  to  give  you  a  list  of  any 
potential  informants  I  have  from  your 
area,  along  with  the  local  history  citation. 


and,  if  you  like,  some  direction  in  the 
interviewing  process  and  in  the  specific 
information  that  might  be  learned  from 
any  particular  informant.  Since  so  little 
work  has  been  done  in  Alberta,  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  room  for  the  amateur.  A 
great  deal  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction, 
too! 

Please  write  to: 
George  W.  Lyon 
215  -  9th  Avenue  N.W. 
Calgary,  Alberta 
T2M  0B2 
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Notice  to  Readers 

Recycling  is  beginning  to  influence  our 
economic  and  environmental  futures. 
Public  hearings  on  recycling  are  being 
plannned  for  1986  by  the  Environment 
Council  of  Alberta  (E.C.A.)-  Preliminary 
public  meetings  are  to  begin  this  fall. 
Readers  of  The  Cornerstone  are  invited 
by  the  E.C.A.  to  add  their  names  to  the 
mailing  list  for  these  hearings.  Those  who 
may  be  concerned  about  the  potential 
effects  of  material  and  resource  recovery 
from  waste  ,  or  who  may  be  interested  in 
receiving  information  on  the  hearings, 
including  dates  and  places,  or  background 
data,  should  contact  the  E.C.A.  as  soon 
as  possible. 

In  Alberta,  contacting  the  E.C.A.  by 
telephone  may  be  easily  done  through 
the  government's  Regional  Information 
Telephone  Enquiry  (RITE)  centres.  One 
can  dial  the  closest  RITE  centre,  and 
give  the  operator  the  E.C.A.  number, 
427-5792  in  Edmonton.  Otherwise,  dial 
"0"  and  ask  for  Zenith  06075  for  a  toll- 
free  call  anywhere  in  Alberta  outside  the 
Edmonton  area.  Or  write  to: 

Environment  Council  of  Alberta 

8th  Floor,  Weber  Centre 

5555  Calgary  Trail  Southbound  N.W. 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T6H  5P9 

Alberta  Woman  Receives 
National  Heritage  Award 

Heritage  Canada's  National  Award  of 
Honor  was  given  to  Trudy  Cowan,  former 
executive  director  of  the  Alberta  Histor- 
ical Resources  Foundation. 

She  has  a  staggering  array  of  firsts  and 
achievements  such  as  developing  a  public 
walking  tour  of  Calgary's  old  town  area, 
and  being  a  founding  member  of  the 
Calgary  Centennial  Historical  Society 
and  of  SPARC  -  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
servation of  Architectural  Resources  in 
Calgary.  She  was  also  involved  in  all 
aspects  of  the  development  of  Fort  Calgary. 


Over  the  years,  Ms.  Cowan  has  spoken 
eloquently  in  many  cities  and  towns 
across  the  province,  animating  heritage- 
minded  people  throughout  Alberta. 

Chickens  on  Display 

Until  mid-December,  St.  Albert  Place 
Musee  Heritage  Museum  is  featuring  a 
special  showcase  you  won't  want  to  miss  - 
if  you  like  chickens. 

A  private  collection  of  hand-crafted 
chickens  stand,  sit,  walk,  strut,  fly  and 
set  eggs.  There  are  one-inch  chickens 
and  two-foot  chickens,  homey  chickens 
and  revolutionary  chickens,  wooden 
chickens,  quilted  chickens,  ceramic,  glass 
and  metal  chickens.  There  are  chickens 
from  Italy,  France,  Mexico,  and  the 
U.S.S.R.  Total?  Over  50  chickens  in  all. 

The  Musee  Heritage  Museum  is  lo- 
cated at  St.  Anne  Street,  St.  Albert, 
Alberta.  Admission  is  free.  Museum  hours: 
Closed  Monday  and  Tuesday,  open  10 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Wednesday  to  Friday,  and 
noon  to  5  p.m.  on  the  weekends. 

Calgary  City  Hall  named 
a  Historic  Resource 

Calgary's  determined  effort  to  preserve 
its  four-storey  sandstone  city  hall  was 
formally  recognized  this  summer  as  the 
Parks  Canada  Historic  Sites  and  Monu- 
ments Board  named  it  a  national  historic 
resource. 

Noted  for  its  "imposing  Romanesque 
Revival  style,"  the  city  hall  was  one  of 
only  six  western  buildings  to  make  the 
Parks  Canada  honors  list. 

All  these  buildings  were  chosen  from 
500  possible  candidates  on  the  basis  of 
some  unique  architectural  or  engineering 
feature.  Calgary's  city  hall  qualified  because 
it  is  the  last  historic,  large-sized  city  hall 
in  western  Canada. 

The  1911  building  has  just  been  through 
a  $1.5  million  renovation  that  will  keep  it 
alive  beside  the  new  $97  million  civic 
centre  that  opened  this  fall. 
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Francophone  Architecture 


A  six-page  self-guided  tour  of  Edmon- 
ton's Oliver  area  has  been  designed  by 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
Board  Member  Shirley  Ayer.  It  traces 
the  evolution  of  Francophone  influence 
in  the  local  community  by  pointing  out 
architectural  styling  and  discussing  the 
histories  of  these  structures. 

The  walking  tour  helps  participants 
understand  Edmonton's  cultural  identity, 


Continued  from  Page  2 

result,  it  is  possible  to  see  a  wide  variety 
of  architecture  in  the  community  from 
beautiful  Edwardian  mansions  to  1950s 
bunglows. 

An  added  attraction  for  walking  tour 
participants  included  seeing  the  home  of 
Marshall  McLuhan,  and  the  home  of 
Herbert  Owens,  Dominion  of  Canada's 
1920  weatherman.  (Officially  known  as 
the  Observer  for  the  Dominion's  Meteo- 
rological Services.) 

The  busy  afternoon  was  topped  off  for 
many  of  the  participants  by  a  dinner  at 
the  renovated  La  Boheme  Restaurant  in 
the  Gibbard  Block. 


BOOKS  

Reviving  Main  Street 

This  collection  of  ten  essays  reflects 
the  experience  in  downtown  revitalization 
gained  by  The  Heritage  Canada  Founda- 
tion during  the  demonstration  phase  of 
its  Main  Street  Programme.  The  book 
examines  how  the  Foundation's  Main 
Street  project  coordinators  assisted  seven 
communities  bring  new  economic,  social 
and  cultural  life  back  into  once  decaying 
downtown  areas. 

Edited  by  Deryck  Holdsworth  for  The 
Heritage  Canada  Foundation;  foreword 
by  Pierre  Berton;  265  pp.,  200  photos,  8 
in  color,  $25.00  cloth,  $12.95  paper.  For 
your  copy,  contact  University  of  Toronto 
Press;  63A  St.  George  Street;  Toronto, 
Ontario;  M5S  1A6. 


because  the  Francophone  community  has 
played  a  large  role  in  the  city's  develop- 
ment. They  remained  bilingual  and  bi- 
cultural  while  accepting  the  Western 
Canadian  frontier  challenge  of  inter- 
mingling and  working  with  people  of  other 
cultural  identities  to  utilize  new  tech- 
nology, natural  resources  and  new  com- 
mercial techniques. 

One  of  the  francophone  architectural 
contributions  highlighted  in  the  tour  is 
St.  Joachim's  Parish  on  110  Street.  The 
parish  was  established  in  the  1880s-90s 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  expanding 
Francophone  immigrant  population 
coming  from  Quebec,  Ontario,  the  north- 
eastern United  States,  France,  Belgium 
and  Switzerland.  The  Oblate  clergy  who 
had  established  missions  at  and  around 
Fort  Edmonton  from  1859  to  1876,  built 
the  existing  St.  Joachim's  Church  from 
1896  -  1899. 

For  a  copy  of  the  one-hour  self -guided 
tour,  contact  Shirley  Ayer;  168  Quesnell 
Cres.,  Edmonton,  Alberta;  T5R  5P3. 


Goodbye  to  Foundation 
Secretary 

Foundation  staff  recently  said  goodbye 
to  secretary,  Dianne  Sparks.  She  has 
returned  to  her  home  in  New  Brunswick. 
Dianne's  friendly  telephone  voice  and 
gentle  manner  will  be  missed  by  many 
Foundation  members. 

The  secretarial  position  has  now  been 
taken  by  Dorothy  Famish,  who  has  many 
years  of  experience  in  handling  the  needs 
of  small  offices.  Welcome,  Dorothy. 
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Please  correct  this  label  where 
necessary. 

Tel.  No._  


*  $5.00  annual  membership  includes  the  cost  o 
Membership  is  for  the  calendar  year,  thank  y 
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